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Agency on the Attic Curse Tablets
Sources 1 (the dead as dead and powerless):

1. Lopez Jimeno 1999, 51; SGD 78; Ziebarth 19344, p. 1038, no. 17; Ziebarth 1899, pp. 116-117, no.
17; DT 69; Wiinsch 1900, pp. 65-66, no. 17 (Attica, date unknown):

[kaTalddnue T klat . . . wpos] ‘Epuiy x0oviov [kat ws odTos 6 vekpos ate]\ns
ketTar ws atel[7] eivad],

I hand him over to Ge and [to] Hermes Chthonios, and he shall be as useless [as this corpse
lies useless].

2. DT 85; Gager 20; Wunsch 1900, p. 70, no. 1; Ziebarth 1934a, pp. 1040-1042, no. 23; Ziebarth
1899, pp. 132-133, no. 1 (Boeotia, 2"/3" century AD).

“Qomep Tv, OedvvaoTe, adivartos el xepdv, TodDY, oduatos mpdly
Just as you, Theonnastos, are powerless in any act or exercise of (your) hands, feet, body...
(transl. Gager)

Sources 2 (Necromancy):

H. Od. 11.12-224; P. K&lIn 111 125 = TGF 111 fr. 273a (Aischylos, Psychagogoi); A. Pers. 623-651;
A.R. 4.1665-1690.

Source 3 (cf. DTA 99-100; DT 72: curser addresses Hermes and Earth):

DTA 98; Gager 83; Ldpez Jimeno 2001, 98 (Attica, 4"y3 century BCE, “borderline case”; curser
addresses Earth):

Eﬂpvﬂ'To')\e‘uog ’Aypv)\ﬁ[Q]e[V'Eﬁp]vﬂT[o')\]e‘U,OV KOLTOLS(I) Ka\L Eevoqbofw'ra Eevopv Tov
eT EﬁvarTo)\euov Kal y)\wTTag TAS TOUTWV Kal €m KaL épya TO TOUTWV Kal €l Tt
BovAevovrar kal € TL mpdTTOVOW a’re)\n av[TO]L[s‘] yevorro ¢[LA]n 'y KaTexe
Ev[pv]mrroAepov [K](u Bevodpavra kal aduvdaTovs aiTovs moeL Kal ATENELs KaL d)@onv
Evpvmroléuar KaL Eevopavt @iy Fn Bonber pov  adwkoduevos yap Vo
EvpvmrroAéuov kat Eevopavros katadd avrovs.

Euruptolemos of Agrulé | bind Euruptolemos and Xenophdn {Xenophdn} who is with
Euruptolemos, and their tongues and words and deeds; and if they are planning or doing
anything, let it be in vain. Beloved Earth, restrain Euruptolemos and Xenophon and make
them powerless and useless; and let Euruptolemos and Xenophon waste away. Beloved Earth,
help me; and since | have been wronged by Euruptolemos and Xenophon | bind them.

(transl. Gager 1992)

Sources 4 (curse as letter, addressed to gods of the underworld):
1. DTA 102; Gager 104; Wilhelm 1904, pp. 112-113; Versnel 1991, p. 65 [a.1-8 only]; Bravo 1987,

pp. 203-204; SEG XXXVII 219; L6pez Jimeno 2001, 102; Eidinow 2007, pp. 378-379 (Attica, 4™
century BCE):
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"Emorolo> iy méumwv dlaiuo(ow) kat ®pecoedpciv(n)<s> [94,
(I'am) sending a letter to the spirits and Persephone...

2. Gager 38; DTA 103; Wilhelm 1904, pp. 122-125; SEG XXXVII 220 (Attica, close to 323 BCE
according to Wilhelm):

‘Epuln] kat Oepoedlalvin] mjpde émoro[A]w amoméumw,
I am sending this letter to Hermes and Persephone ...

3. Bravo 1987, 206ff. = SEG XXXVII 673 (Olbia, 4"/3 century BCE, reference to unpublished piece,
a dead person seems to be the recipient of the curse).

4. Lopez Jimeno 1990, pp. 134-144, no. 27; SGD 109 (Lilybaion, late Hellenistic):

TéUTW dWPOV...
I send a gift (significance unclear)

5. SGD 54 (Attica, date unknown):
[els 70] Sayudviov oroTewov kal kataxdoviwy (fa —ov) kal [[- - -]1] els Ghovs Tovs

Oeovs ITAXATHY méumw dwpov...
to the dark and restraining spirit and to all the gods, Pasages, | am sending a gift ...

6. Ziebarth 1934a, p. 1039, no. 20 (Eretria? 3" century BCE?; cf. DTA 109; Gager 61; Lépez Jimeno
2001, 109):

mpos Tas Hpa&idikas mpos Epluijv]
to the Praxidikai, to Hermes

7. DT 43 and 44 (Megara, 2"/1% century BCE):

Orav ov & llacwavaé, Ta yplalupara TatTa avayvds, ...
If you, Pasianax, read this letter...

8. DTA 99; Bravo 1987, 204; SEG XXXVII 223; L6épez Jimeno 2001, 99 (Athens, 3" century BCE or
later):

Aaipove xfovicwe kat T xBoviaw kat Tols xBoviows maol meumw ddpov...
I send a gift to the male and female spirit of the underworld and to all the underworld gods...

Sources 5 (active souls of the dead):
In X. Eph. 5.7.7-8, one of the dead, not a god, strikes Anthia with epilepsy.

Cf. also Hom. 1. 22.358-360; Od. 11.72-73; Hes. Op. 124 = 254; A. Pers. 618-80; Ch. 129-130, 456,
489-509; E. Alc. 1003-1004; PI. Lg. 865¢, 926e-927b.

Cf. also passages in the much later magical handbook PGM 1V 296-466 = GMP pp. 44-47; PGM IV
1416-1431 = GMP p. 65; PGM IV 1460-1495 = GMP p. 66; PGM 1V 2725-2739 = GMP p. 89; PGM
IV 2943-2966 = GMP p. 94.

Sources 6 (the dead as atelestoi):

1. Cf. source 1.1
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2. Gager 22; DT 68; Petropoulos 1988, 219-220; Ziebarth 1899, pp. 114-116, no. 16; Winsch 1900,
p. 65, no. 16 (atelés as unmarried (Gager) and useless; Attica, early 4™ century BCE), side B:

[ws] offros [é]VT[a]ﬁ[Q]a dTe[)\]flg K[eZTaL, oUTws] aréleora eivar Beoduplas mavra,
kall & ém) kal épya Ta mPos Xaplav Kal [wp]os a)\)\os avlpdimos. KQTQB[(B @eo&upau
m]pos Tov Epunv To<y> XHOVLOV kalt 7TpOS‘ 705 a]TeNéoTos kal mpos v THbuvv
alreNéoTa klat épya Ta mpos Xaplav kal Tos dANos [avl]pdTiog, dc

Just as this (sc. dead person) lies here atelés, so let all things of Theodora, her words and
deeds with respect to Charias and other men, be atelesta. | bind down (sc. Theodora) before
chthonic Hermes and the atelestoi and Tethys; let her deeds with respect to Charias and other
men be atelesta, etc. (transl. Jordan 1993, 130).

3. Jordan 1993, 129-131 discusses curse tablets from Selinous and the meaning of atelés.
4. Cf. PlL. Phd. 69c (atelés as uninitiated).
5. Gager 6; SEG XXXIV 1437; SGD, p. 192f. (Apameia, 6™ century AD):

déulolvas awplvls, déuovas Biéovs
may they see daimones (of those) who have died prematurely, spirits (of those) who have died
violently (transl. Gager)

6. DT 52; SEG XLIX 321; Ziebarth 1899, pp. 118-120, no. 20; Winsch 1900, p. 67, no. 20 (Attica,
3"/2" century BCE)

mapa Tois Nibéos
to the unmarried

Sources 7 (the dead as agents / graves as sites of deposition explicitly mentioned):

1. Gager 41; Trumpf 1958, 94-102; SGD 9; Jordan 1988, 275f. (Athens, early 4" century BCE,
voodoo doll in coffin):

BaBupridns Edduyos Nwkduayos Oivoxdijs Mumoiuaxos Xaupatos Tewowvidns
Xapioavdpos Anuoxdijs kal € Tis dANOS per exévaww EGvdikds €oTL € uapTus

Barburtidés X6phugos Nikomachos Oinoklés Mnésimachos Chamaios Teis6nidés
Charisandros Démoklés and if there is any one else with them as an advocate or witness.
(transl. Gager 1992)

2. Gager 64; DTA 55; Wilhelm 1904, pp. 107-108; SEG XXXVII 215; Bravo 1987, 198-199 [lines
a.16-18 and b.7-9 only]; Lopez Jimeno 2001, 55 (Attica, late fourth century BCE):

kaTad® TovTolv>s e<v> ujuaow kall> €v amoplol kal €v TUuSoLs.
I bind these in graves, in distress, and in tombs.
(transl. Gager)

3. Gager 62; DTA 87; SEG XXXVII 216; Bravo 1987, 199 [lines a.9-10 only]; Lopez Jimeno 2001,
87 (Attica, 4™ century BCE):

TOUTOUS TAVTAS KaTadw e<V> uvjuact aohapayial
all of these I bind ... in the unsealed graves
(transl. Gager)

Cf. most curse tablets mentioned above.
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Sources 8 (curse tablet in right hand of corpse):

1. Gager 105; Peek 1941, pp. 91-93, no. 3; Jeffery 1955, p. 75, no. 19; SGD 1; Lopez Jimeno 1999, 1;
Ziebarth 1942, 19 (Athens, 5" century BCE)

2. Lopez Jimeno 1999, 2; SGD 2; Peek 1941, pp. 95-96, no. 6; Ziebarth 1942, 19-20; Jeffery 1955, p.
75, no. 20 (Athens, 5" century BCE)

Sources 9 (Hermes, bind!):

1. DT 50 (p. 86 with commentary); Ziebarth 1899, pp. 113-114, no. 15; Winsch 1900, pp. 64-65, no.
15:
‘Epur K(lTOXé kalt (Depoe(bovn KaTEXETE Mvppwns TS Ayvo]@eo(v) HeLpaLews‘
yuvakos od|pa kal Yuxnr kal yAdTTav kat wo]das kat épya kal Bov[Aas €ws av ets
"Awdov kataBij . . .] pOivovoa,

Hermes Restrainer and Persephone, both restrain the body of Myrrhine, wife of Hagnotheus
from the Peiraeus, and her soul and tongue and feet and deeds and plans, until she goes down
into Hades, she who is being consumed.

2. Lopez Jimeno 1999, 48; SGD 75; Ziebarth 19344, p. 1036, no. 13

Sources 10 (Hermes katochos):

e.g.,
DTA 85; Ldpez Jimeno 2001, 85

DTA 86; Gager 67; Lopez Jimeno 2001, 86

DTA 87; Gager 62; SEG XXXVII 216; Lopez Jimeno 2001, 87

DTA 88-91

DTA 93; Ldpez Jimeno 2001, 93

DTA 100; SEG XXXVII 217; Lépez Jimeno 2001, 100; Versnel 1991, 65-66
DTA 109; Gager 61; L6opez Jimeno 2001, 109

DTA 161; Lépez Jimeno 2001, 140

Sources 11 (trial in the underworld):
Hom. Od. 11.568; PI. Ap. 41a; Grg. 523e-524a.
On Hades as judge, cf. e.g., A. Supp. 228-231; Eu. 273-275.

Pl. Phd. 107¢c-108b, 113d-114d takes a trial in the underworld for granted, which punishes the wicked
and rewards the good.

In “prayers for justice”, councils of judging gods are regularly mentioned (cf. Versnel 2009, 29-30).
Sources 12 (Plato’s peitho):

Pl. R. 364b—c: aylprar 8¢ kal pdvres émi W)\ovo[wu Bupas L’dVTes mellovow ws €oTu Wap&
0¢LOL BUV(I‘LLLS‘ ex Oewwv moplouévny Bvolas Te kal e’ﬂ'w&us, €iTe TL adlknud TOU Yéyovey
avTov 7 Wpoyouwu axetofar ue@ NO0VAV Te Kal €0pTAV, €AV TE Twa exﬁpou myp,nuou €beny,
‘LLETQ OO DY damavaw opolws dikawov adikw BAdfew, émaywyals Tiol kal kaTadéopols
Tovs feovs, ois paot, mellovtés opiow vnpeTety,

and begging priests and soothsayers go to rich men’s doors and make them believe that they by means
of sacrifices and incantations have accumulated a treasure of power from the gods that can expiate and
cure with pleasurable festivals any misdeed of a man or his ancestors, and that if a man wishes to harm



Riel3, Agency on the Attic Curse Tablets

an enemy, at slight cost he will be enabled to injure just and unjust alike, since they are masters of
spells and enchantments that {persuade} the gods to serve their end (the verb ‘constrain’ in Shorey’s
Loeb translation is too strong).

Pl. Lg. 909a—c: Soor & av Onpudders yévawvrar mpds 7@ Oeovs [un] voullew 1) dueleis i)
TApPATNTOVS €lval, katagppovoivtes d¢ TV avbpwmwyr Yuxaywydot pév moANOVS TOV
{dvTwr, Tovs O€ Teﬁvedn’as ¢pdaokovTes gﬁvxaywyeiv kat Beovs ﬁﬂLaxvoﬁuevm ﬂeiﬁew, ws
chn(us Te KaL eﬁxais Kal éTrwBais yonTevouTeg, L’BLwTag Te KaL o)\ag otklas KaL TONELS
Xpn,ua’rwv Xapw emxeprow KaT aKpag eEarpetv, TOUTOUV d¢ Os av od))\wv elvar 60y,
’TLu,a’T(U TO SLKaoTanou avT® kata vouov dedéolar p,eu v T® T@V ueooyawu SEGManpr
mpooévar 8¢ avtols undéva e)\ev@epov UnO€mToTe, TAKTNY O VIO TV VOUOPUAAKWY aVTOVS
TpodPNY Tapa TV okeT@v AauBdrew. amolavdvra de €fw TV oplwv exBallew dTadov,

But as to all those who have become like ravening beasts, and who, besides holding that the gods are
negligent or open to bribes, despise men, charming the souls of many of the living, and claiming that
they charm the souls of the dead, and promising to persuade the gods by bewitching them, as it were,
with sacrifices, prayers, and incantations, and who try thus to wreck utterly not only individuals, but
whole families and States for the sake of money,—if any of these men be pronounced guilty, the court
shall order him to be imprisoned according to law in the mid-country gaol, and shall order that no free
man shall approach such criminals at any time, and that they shall receive from the servants a ration of
food as fixed by the Law-wardens. And he that dies shall be cast outside the borders without burial.
(transl. Bury, R., Loeb edition)

Pi. P. 4.219 explicitly mentions peith6 in close connection to magic, too.
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